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BILLINGE CHAPEL END PRIMARY SCHOOL

BASIC SKILLS POLICY
(2015-17)
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for basic skills education at Billinge Chapel End School.

The policy was drawn up in consultation with the staff and governors. 

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all staff.

Introduction

Children learn, practise, develop and refine a range of skills at Billinge Chapel End School. Some of these skills are specific to certain subjects; others are universal key skills and support learning in all subjects. These basic skills underpin learning throughout the school. At Chapel End, we aim to equip children with these basic skills so that they can be as successful as possible in the future.

There are 6 key skills set out in the National Curriculum. These are:

· Communication – This includes listening, speaking, reading and writing.

· Application of number  - This includes mental calculation skills and learning how to apply these skills to solve number problems.
· Information technology – This involves using new technology to find, use, interpret and present information. It also involves skills necessary to use technology appropriately and successfully.
· Working with others – This involves the ability to work well with others as a team member or team leader. When children are offered the opportunity to work with others, they learn to consider the views of others and to develop the social skills of co-operation and mutual understanding.
· Improving own learning and performance – This involves the children evaluating their own performance and understanding what they need to do next in order to improve.
· Problem solving – This skills involves learning how to apply common techniques to solve problems in a variety of contexts and situations in any aspect of life.
These skills form the basis of success in all aspects of school life and are vital to life-long learning.

Aim and objectives: -

Staff at Chapel End Primary School and Nursery believe that basic skills in our school should be an integral part of curriculum planning, throughout the school. Basic skills will be taught through all curriculum subjects and within the pastoral curriculum.

Organisation 

Each class teacher will pay special attention to each child’s progress in the basic skill of working with others. Each child will be given opportunities to work as part of a group, and to take responsibility for the work of a group. Children will be actively taught how they can contribute to the work of a group and what being a successful member of a team involves.

At Chapel End, we believe that it is very important for children to reflect on what they have learned – what has been done well and what could have been done better. We believe that this is an important part of developing successful strategies for future learning.

Teaching methods

Active learning methods involving children’s full participation will be used. Targets will be set for and with the children so that they become aware of their strengths and areas for future development. These targets will focus on progress in the aspects of the key basic skills.

Equal Opportunities

The Governors and staff of Chapel End are committed to providing equality of opportunity for all pupils irrespective of gender, race, ethnicity, ability, disability, social background, culture, religion, creed, age or sexual orientation.

Assessment and recording

There will be no formal basic skills assessment tests. Teachers will assess the basic skills as part of the assessment processes already established in the school. Children’s achievements will however be recorded in the form of an individual Record of Achievement file which will record examples of their progress in all aspects of the key skills.

Monitoring and review

The Headteacher and Senior Management Team will monitor the way in which basic skills are integrated into curriculum planning, as part of the regular monitoring of teachers’ planning.

Each class teacher will evaluate a child’s progress in the basic skills as part of their regular assessment of each child’s progress and of the target-setting process.

The Teaching and Learning Committee of the Governing Body at Chapel End will be responsible for monitoring the Basic Skills Policy as part of the school curriculum policy review process.


